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Welcome... 

As Christmas approaches, it's that time of year when stitchers 
like to go to town crafting cards to send to their nearest and 
dearest. Here at magazine HQ, we love Christmas cards and 
being able to hand-stitch our cards makes them such a special 
and enjoyable tradition! When the post arrives in December, 
somehow our day seems brighter, with little notes of greeting 
filling each card, and the hope that our cards will do the same 
for others. These days, emails and texts have often taken over 
everyday messages, so we're delighted that cards are still a very 
important part of the Christmas celebrations. 

In that spirit, we've filled this issue with cards to stitch and 
send and plenty of other festive treats, plus if you enter the 
prize crossword this month, you could win a bundle of card 
blanks to finish your festive designs off in style! 

The whole team would like to wish every single reader a 
happy, peaceful and creative Christmas and New Year. We may 
not be able to send you cards individually, but we can give you 
the magazine with our hope that this season brings you much 
joy, and that Santa leaves you a stocking filled with your 
favourite stitching goodies! 



Susan & Martin Penny 
Editors 



Make sure you catch every 
beautiful stitching project 
in Cross Stitch Collection 
by signing up for 
a subscription! Not only 
will you get 13 issues a year 
delivered direct to your 
door, but you'll also save 
25% with our subscription 
offers - turn to page 44 
to find out how you could 
save up to £32! 
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December Collection 



December (Mkdumi 



Be inspired by new kits, great ideas and more from the vibrant stitching world 




The textiles were 
shaped by India's 
natural resources 



• r- "r The oldest fabrics 
on show date from 
‘ 1 ‘ the 3rd century 



texties 



Tantalising 

Until 1 0 January 201 6, you'll be able 
to revel in the sumptuousness of 
India's textile heritage at the Victoria 
and Albert museum. Drawing from 
its own impressive collections, as 
well as items borrowed from across 
the world, the V&A in London is 
showcasing more than 200 items 
created from India's quintessential 
handmade fabrics, dating from the 
3rd century to the present day. The 
Fabric of India exhibition is part of 
the V&A India Festival, and we think 
it's a glorious idea! You'll be able to 
discover how the country's natural 
resources are harnessed to make 
and decorate cloths used in 
religious ceremonies and practical 
everyday objects and fashions, 
utilising the skills of cultivators, 
weavers, dyers, printers and, 
of course, embroiderers. 



Find out how these skills match up 
with the imaginations of skilled 
craftspeople working to create 
astonishing backdrops for royalty, 
sacred pieces for places of worship 
and by traders looking to meet the 
desires of buyers in Europe, Asia 
and other international markets. 
You'll also get to see newer 
pieces by India's most 
innovative modern 
designers and makers. 

How inspiring! 

The Fabric of India 
exhibition, supported 
by Good Earth, runs 
until 10 January 2016. 

You can buy tickets 
for £14 online at 
www.vam.ac.uk/ 
fabricofindia or call 
0203166 6941. 
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Meet... Online stitching stars! 
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Explore the world of samplers 
and biblical cross stitch design 
with Deborah at her Tempting 
Tangles blog 



Tell us about yourself My husband and I have 
lived in Idaho, USA, for 20 years. Previously, I was 
in California working with spreadsheets, numbers 
and medical codes, just waiting for the day when 
I could enjoy my artistic hobbies full time. 

When did you fall in love with cross stitch? 

Nearly 40 years ago! I was introduced to it by 
a delightfully eccentric neighbour. I knew 
immediately that I had to learn everything about 
fabric, floss colours, and all kinds of stitches! 
Shortly after this I began to do a bit of designing. 

What sort of things do you most like to stitch? 

I love traditional alphabet samplers, with 
antique-style motifs and borders. I've also fallen in 
love with geometric Quaker, Vierlanden and Dutch 
samplers, - anything with intricate detail! 

What's been your biggest stitching challenge or 

stitching disaster? In early 2009, when I was 
doing a Bible study of Genesis, I found myself 
envisioning the creation story as it might 
be translated into cross stitch. It took 
months longer to chart it than it did 
to stitch! There were many days 
when I almost gave up. 

Do you have a piece that you're most 
proud of? What is it? That would be the 
Creation project, but a close second is 
Giovanni's alphabet, reintroducing the beauty 



of a 1 6th- century Reticella lace alphabet and 
accompanying motifs. The lower portion of the 
sampler contains a wide band of what appears 
to be Reticella lace loops, eyelets, picots and other 
shapes, all created with simple backstitch and 
straight stitches. 

Why did you start your blog? In 2009 I started 
a Google blog to document my progress with the 
Creation project. I realised from the comments 
and reactions I was receiving that this was the 
tipping point from hobby to business. People 
contacted me asking to purchase my design, and 
Tempting Tangles began. 

Anything to add? None of this would have been 
possible without the encouragement of my 
husband, many dear friends and other stitchers. 
So I'd like to thank everyone who has helped. 



Deborah loves 
stitching sampler* 
with intricate det* 



Find Deborah and her gorgeous creations at 

temptingtangles.blogspot.co.uk 




A TATTY TEDDY CHRISTMAS 

DMC have brought out an array of new Me to 
You Tatty Teddy cross stitch kits, just in time 
for Christmas. Each one features the adorable 
little bear in a different snowy scenario, from 
delivering gifts to befriending a cute reindeer 
toy. The six designs include a selection of large 
and small projects, and are ideal to give to 
crafty friends, or stitch your favourite to keep. 
The kits cost from £20.99. Find your nearest 
stockist at www.dmccreative.co.uk. 



Nativity scenes 




Nativity, Lesley Teare, £4 

Lesley Teare's elegant design 
captures the tranquillity of 
Mary spending some time 
alone with her newborn, 
surrounded by white doves 
and lambs. Trailing flowers 
and scattered stars add to the 
subtle opulence of the scene. 
It's designed to be stitched 
on 1 4 count aida or 28 count 
evenweave, and will measure 
30x30cm (1 2x1 2in) when 
complete. Find it at 
www.lesleyteare.com/ 
item/ljt004-nativity. 
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Christmas Nativity Cross 
Stitch Pattern, Black 
Phoebe Designs, £4.81 

This sweet scene is ideal if 
you're after a speedy festive 
stitch. It's designed byjamie 
Weber and is inspired by 
traditional German folk 
designs. We love the idea 
of making it into a patch to 
applique onto your tree skirt 
-you could use metallic 
threads and add sequins to 
the stars for some sparkle. 
The chart is available as an 
instant download PDF from 
www.etsy.com/uk/shop/ 
blackphoebedesigns. 




Cut Thru' Nativity, 
Amanda Loverseed, 
£31.99 

This design by Amanda 
Loverseed reveals the 
cacophony that might have 
greeted babyjesus on his 
birthday! It's a gorgeous kit 
to get stuck into, with more 
motifs than we can count. 

The kit includes 1 4 count blue 
aida, pre-sorted stranded 
cottons, star and snowflake 
sequins, and uses full cross 
stitch, backstitch and French 
knots. Buy it online at 
www.bothythreads.com 
or call 01 900 828844. 
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getting gditgy 

There's nothing quite like a bit of goldwork to add some glamour to your 
stitching arsenal. If you want to hone your skills or get started on this 
technique for the first time, you might like to sign up for one of the London 
Embroidery School's specialist courses. You'll learn the traditional prick and 
pounce method, edging stitches and pad raising for dramatic glimmering 
results! The courses run on a Saturday or over three Wednesday 
evenings at the working studio in Soho, London, giving you the chance 
to immerse yourself in the technique. There's also a special one-day 
Christmas Goldwork Class taking place on Saturday 1 2 December 201 5. 

For details and course dates, email info@londonembroideryschool.com, 
call 020 7226 01 64 or www.londonembroideryschool.com. 



Stand out 
seasonal cards 

Meg Evershed and her team at The Nutmeg Company 
have come up with two striking seasonal cards full 
of impact. Worked on 14 count perforated paper, we 
think they're absolutely stunning! Whether your family 
have a passion for classic cars (or simply love the Chris 
Rea song Driving Home For Christmas), or can't resist 
a pair of cute Scotties playing in the snow, you'll enjoy 
stitching these fab designs. Each one stands at 3.7in 
(9.5cm) high and will look great on any mantelpiece 
or shelf. They're available to buy as kits containing 
perforated paper, backing card, threads, an envelope, 
needle, chart and instructions. They cost £8.45 for the 
Scotties and £7.45 for Driving Home. Find them 
at www.3dcrossstitch.co.uk or call 01 748 884926. 






Candy cane twine 

Rev up your seasonal stitching with this cheery red and white 
baker's twine from The Contemporary Home. The crisp colours 
instantly make us think of candy canes! The vintage look of it will 
help enhance your Christmas decor and crafting projects, especially 
as it features a dash of dinky wooden buttons for some extra charm 
- how cute! Attach to your stitched cards and pictures as an 
embellishment or use to tie your festive parcels securely. It would 
also look sweet simply strewn on the tree! A card of twine contains 
five metres. Buy it for £6.50 at www.tch.net or call 0845 1 308229. 
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December Collection 
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START YOUR OWN PRINTER'S TRAY! To help you to stitch and collect all the motifs 
in your own printer's trayjane has put together a special treat of the tray itself 
(31cm square), plus either Cashel 28 count tea-dyed linen or 14 count Aida, two 
gold-plated needles and pre-sorted threads. This special CSC Printer's Tray Pack 
costs £89.99, plus £3.50 post & packing from www.thecrossstitchguild.com. 



About Jane Greenoff 



Founder of the Cross Stitch Guild, Jane has been designing cross stitch for 30 years. 
Join her at classes, events and stitching holidays - or twice a month on Create and Craft TV. 

To find out more, visit the website or call for details: www.thecrossstitchguild.com 
S’ Freephone (UK callers): 0800 328 9750 S (from outside UK): +44 (0)1285 713678 



SAMPLER 

Printer's Tray 

Add an ancient symbol of growth 
and strength to your printer's tray 
this month with Jane's beautiful 
stylised acorn motif... 



T his is such a pretty and very traditional little sampler 
motif. It is made up of rather stylised oak leaves and 
acorns, which have featured strongly in embroidery 
designs for centuries. 

I took the shape from the Martha Townsend sampler 
illustrated here, although I have re-shaded it using my own 
palette of colours. Martha created her sampler over 250 years 
ago, back in 1762. She worked the design in cross stitch with 



some bold satin stitch additions for the flowers along the 
bottom. These are of course guarded by lions! I do not know 
if it was deliberate but poor Martha seems to have run out 
of fabric so the border only surrounds three sides of the piece. 
My version of the acorn motif is worked in pure cross stitch 
with no fractional stitches or backstitch, so it is a treat to stitch. 
You can choose lovely autumnal shades from your stash or 
send for the exclusive kit - details below. 



A feast of traditional 
motifs, Martha 
Townsend's 18th 
century sampler is an 
inspiration and rather a 
comfort to stitchers of 
any era with its missing 
lower border. Haven't 
we all been there? 



Your finished acorn is 27x26 
stitches, which will stitch up 
- as a motif measuring 

4.9x4.7cm if you work on my 
favourite Cashel linen. 
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These bright ribbons of colour designed by Lesley Teare 
make a modern Christmas tree apron 




Stitch a Christmas tree apron 



y&a mid need . . . 

Zweigart 19 count Ariosa green, ref: 3711/6073, 

60x62cm (24x25in) for the apron skirt; 1 0cm (4in) 

x length around your waist plus extra for tying. 

Stranded cotton as listed in the key 

Size 26 tapestry needle 

For stockist details see page 62 

Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch 
is worked in two strands of stranded cotton over 
two threads of fabric. 



How to make the apron 

A TURN over the sides and bottom edge of the 
stitched fabric, twice, then machine stitch around 
the apron. 

2 FOLD the waistband in half length-ways, then 
turn under the long edges and press in place. 

3 TURN in the ends of the ties to neaten, holding 
with tacking stitches. Place the stitched apron 
front centrally inside the folded waistband, enclosing 
the raw edge. Pin, then tack into place. 

4 MACHINE stitch the band ends and down the 
length of the waistband sewing the apron front 
firmly inside the waistband. Remove all the tacking 
stitches and press. 
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Festive pinny 



Festive pinny 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 



[+f*| 165 


278 


1414 


It avacado (2) 


6oo 


78 


704 


dk cranberry 


fip 721 


324 


308 


spice orange (2) 


ulu 907 


255 


1410 


It parrot green 


old 972 


298 


107 


dk canary (2) 


|x{x| 3806 


062 


701 


cyclamen pink (2) 



DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 



a|ai 


3841 


159 


1001 


pale baby blue (2) 




blanc 


002 


white 


white 



Stitched using DMC threads on 19 count fabric 
over two threads. 

Stitch count: 146hx92w 

Design size: 38.5x.24cm (15 V^Viln) 

Stitch time: 30 hours 
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Tip... Stretch 
your tree 

Expand the ribbon 
strips when you 
are stitching so 
that there are five 



stitches between 
each one. 




Winter 




Meet the designer... 

Durene Jones 



Real polar bears are not the 
friendliest of creatures, or 
so I believe, but they often 
feature on Christmas 
designs, looking cute and 
playful. On this design the 
idea was to have the polar 
bear looking a little more 
realistic, but still friendly 
and like he would look after 
you. The story books that 
I grew up with were the 
inspiration behind this 
design, but with a more 
modern look. It was very 
important to get the polar 
bear's features right, so 
he looked friendly without 
looking too cartoonish. 

As there's only really his 
eyes to work with, it was 
crucial to get these at the 
right angle, with the french 
knots in just the right place, 
as it will be with the sewing. 
Taking time on this, and the 
child's face, could make the 
difference with this piece. 







Keep cosy in the cold with this hot water bottle 
cover designed by Durene Jones 



T his cosy bear hug looks like it would keep you warm on the coldest 
of nights, but if you don't have a friendly polar bear to hand then 
a hot water bottle is the next best thing! This playful design from Durene Jones 
is a sweet and innocent take on winter and friendship. It would make a perfect 
Christmas present for a child - or for anyone young at heart. 
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Winter 
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Winter warmer 



# 







Attach silvery white 
beads to the centre of 
— each snowflake to add 
a dash of dazzle to 
this fun scene 



Tip... 



/ Make it sparkle V 



Collection makes. . . 



December 2015 



PILLOW PALS Add extra snowflakes to the 
edge of the design to make it a 43cm square and 
use to make a cushion cover. 



STARRY SKY Stitch the snowflakes randomly 
over a piece of blue evenweave and attach to 
a card with glue for a fun Christmas greeting. 



PYJAMA PARTY Make up our hot water 
bottle cover as instructed but use a longer 
drawstring to make a child's pyjama case. 



Winter 



Stitch your hot water bottle cover 



y&u will need . . . 

Zweigart 28 count Brittney blue, ref: 3270/503, 
43x25cm (17x1 Oin) 

Stranded cotton as listed in the key 
Size 26 tapestry needle 

back 43x25cm (1 7x1 Oin) 

Thin ribboi or cord for gathering 
Sewing k - usual essentials including 
matching thread 

For stockist details see page 62 

Stitching the design 

the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch 
is worked in two strands of stranded cotton. 



Adding the detail 

all the cross stitch before adding the 
backstitch and French knots in one strand. 

Make your hot water 
bottle cover 

A PLAC your stitching right sides together with 
your backing fabric. Stitch along one side seam. 
Press the seam open. 

2 TURN over the top edge twice on to the wrong 
side, making a channel at the top of the bag. 
Machine stitch along the bottom edge of the turning. 

3 right sides together again. Stitch across the 

bottom and up the second side seam, stopping 
just short of the stitched channel. 

4 to the right side and thread a length of 
ribbon or cord through the channel at the top. 
Insert the bottle and then pull up around the bottle. 



Winter warmer 



Cross 



DMC Anchor 

stitch in two 



Madeira Colour 

strands 



DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Backstitch in one strand 



■ 


■ 


310 


403 


black 


black 




310 


403 


black 


black 


M 


M 


317 


400 


1714 


pewter grey 




eyes 








l 


iu 


318 


399 


1802 


It steel grey 




966 


206 


1209 


baby green 




350 


011 


213 


med coral 




scarf 










F 


368 


214 


1310 


med green 




3799 

outlines 


236 


1713 


dk pewter grey 


/I/ 


415 


398 


1803 


pearl grey 





B5200 001 


white 


bright white 


•H 


1 + 


553 


098 


712 


violet 




hat, snowflakes 






$ 


1 $ 


554 


097 


711 


It violet 












*1 


1 ° 


| 817 


013 


211 


dk coral 


French knots in one strand 



<;< 



s|s 



963 

966 



023 

206 



X X 



<>K 



+ + 



* * 



3770 1009 
3820 306 

3822 295 

B5200 001 



608 v It dusty rose 
1209 baby green 
978 v It tawny 
2509 dk straw 
2511 It straw 
white bright white 



B5200 001 white bright white 

snowflakes 



Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count 
evenweave over two threads. 

Stitch count: 132hx102w 
Design size: 24x1 8cm (9y2x7in) 

Stitch time: 38hrs 
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Visit us for a great range of Cross Stitch Kits, 

Biackwork, Fabric, Threads and Accessories] 





Holly, Snowflakes and 
Fairy Dust Aida from £8 
Snow Glitter from £9 



Christmas Crackers Friends in the Snow 
£16,79 {RRP £20.99) £16. 79 [flftP £20 99) 



For our latest mail order catalogue, please send A5 SAE to 
12, Worcester Road, Hull, HUB 5XE or order on 014B2 571120) 



Packed Full of Special Offers 

-J 

Christmas Catalogue 2015 



For your free copy go online at: 
www.stitcher.co.uk 
or call us on 0161 464 7312 



Christmas Alda! 



www.gofdleafneedlework.co.uk 



wwl Cross Stitch Designs 
Kits £20 each or Chart £6.50 each 



Cute Cross Stitch Characters 
by Genny Haines 



Li 17 Skating on Ice! 
Kit £16 Chart £6 
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DMG Stranded Cotton Thready S 
■Meters on large bobbins 45p 
Each + post-age at cost 
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Cross Stitch 

Professional 

Chart Design Software 

For Windows For Mac OS X 

95.9B,ME ( XRVi5ti9 1 7,8 P \ D OS X version 10.7 or later 



Automatic Pimm to chart conversion 
Realistic stitched display 

Wide range of accurate!) measured manufacturers colours 
Professional quality chart output, cover ihcetr thread organisers 
Free demo on website 



www.dpsoftware.com 



Enlrrcoile 

CSC at checkout 
far 5% discount 




APERTURE CARDS 

- For Every Occasion - 




Craft Creations 

www.craftcreations.com 














1 his quick and satisfying make, worked entirely in one colour, is just the thing to keep 
I your glasses safe from scratches in the bottom of your bag. This glasses cosy would 
make a great gift as you can personalise it with different colour stitching and fabrics. 



3 LAY the assembled backing fabric section 
flat on the table, right sides up. Place the 
stitched section on top of this, right sides 
down, and then put the wadding on top. 

4 MACHINE stitch around the outer edge 
of the case, leaving a small gap on the 
short lining edge for turning. 

5 TRIM the seam allowance and turn your 
case to right side. Sew up the gap you left 
with small neat stitches. Push the lining inside 
the glasses case. 



Zweigart 28 count Cashel linen black, ref: 
3281/720, 1 2.5x23cm (5x9in) 

Stranded cotton as listed in the key 

Size 26 tapestry needle 

Fabric backing and lining x 3 pieces 1 1 xl 9cm 

(4%x7%in) 

Wadding 

For stockist details see page 62 



IVIdKtd your 
case with a bright 
backing fabric so 
you can spot it 
without your 
glasses on! 



Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch is 
worked in three strands of stranded cotton. 



DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in three strands 



Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch before adding the 
backstitch in two strands. 



blanc 002 white white 



Backstitch in two strands 



How to make the case 

TRIM your stitching to 1 1 xl 9cm (4y2x7y2in). Place 
the stitching right sides together with one piece 
of lining fabric. Stitch along the short edge. Press the 
seam open. 

2 REPEAT for the backing and the remaining piece 
of lining fabric. Press open. Cut your wadding to 
the same size as one of your joined pieces. 



blanc 002 white white 

all outlines and words 



Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count 
linen over two threads. 

Stitch count: 33hx60w 
Design size: 12x9cm (3y2x4 3 4in) 

Stitch time: 4hrs 
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You'll always be able to find 
your glasses in this fun case 
by Jenny Barton 
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Celestial messenger 



Celestial 

messenger 

Susan Penny shows you how to create a beautiful 
Christmas angel using creative backstitch 



F or those of you that hate backstitch, this Christmas 
celestial messenger or Censing angel might just be the 
project to turn that hate into love! An angel is a celestial 
messenger and is seen as God's way of passing vital pieces 
of information down to humans. 'Censing' is the practice 
of burning incense during certain church ceremonies and 
services. The smoke is said to carry the prayers of members 
of the congregation up to heaven. William Morris designed this 
angel in 1882, as a window at the Church of St Peter and St Paul 
in Cattistock, Dorset. Morris created wonderful movement in 
the folds of the robes and I have used this to create sections for 
each fold. There is a lot of blending in this design, with different 
areas using a different number of strands, with a small amount 
of cross stitch for the face and hands. This a design for those 
who want a stitching challenge. 



Tip... Working with blending filament 

Stitch slowly, using short lengths of thread, when using blending 
filament. You may find it snaps or stretches as you stitch since 
it's so delicate - if this happens you should relax your tension 



Censing angel 



y&ii mil need . . . 

Zweigart 28 count Cashel black, ref: 3281/720, 
33x30cm (1 3x1 2in) 

Stranded cotton - as listed on the key 
DMC metallic E31 0 black metallic 
DMC metallic 5283 light silver 
Kreinek blending filament, colour 002 gold and 
021 copper 

Kreinek fine 8 braid, gold 

Size 22, 24, 26 tapestry needle 

Frame, gold with a 23x1 7cm (9x6%in) aperture 

Stitching detail 

THE instructions for working this design are as 
follows: the angel is worked on 28 count Cashel over 
two threads of fabric using two and three strands of 
stranded cotton for the cross stitch; one, two, three 
and four strands for the backstitch; one strand for 
the long stitch. Some of the colours have blended 
threads and blending filament. On the key, the 
figures in brackets refer to the number of strands. 
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Outline 

When all the stitching on the main 
chart is compete, the areas marked 
with a black outline should be 
worked in backstitch in two strands 
of black stranded cotton. These 
stitches are worked outside the 
other backstitches on the fabric. 

Working the backstitch 
The backstitch on some areas of 
the chart is worked across one and 
down two or three squares. As this 
design is worked on even weave, it 
is possible to make these stitches in 
stages, as every square on the chart 
is equal to two threads on the fabric. 

Stars 

The stars are worked in three 
strands of light silver metallic 
5283 and in three shades of blue 
stranded cotton. A few stars have 
been marked on the main chart, 
others should be stitched randomly 
around the angel. Finish the half star 
with a backstitch row, worked in two 
strands of black stranded cotton. 





Censer and sleeve patches 

Inside of the left sleeve patch 

- backstitch 1 strand, It pink 948 

Outline left sleeve patch - 

backstitch 4 strand, 2xlt pink 948 
&2xgold blending 

Patch on robe under hand - 

backstitch 1 strand, dark peach 350 
Outline patch - backstitch 
4 strands, blend 2xmed peach 351 
&2xgold blending 
Censer outline - backstitch 
2 strands black 310 
Censer - cross stitch 3 strands, 
gold E310 

Censer cords - long stitches, fine 



gold braid, couch down with 
gold blending 

Censer cord stops - backstitch 
2 stands, black E31 0 & gold blending 



Using Kreinik 

blending filament 
adds sparkle 
to your stitching 
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Celestial messenger 



Face, hands, 
scarf, brooch, 
and halo 
Face and hands 

cross stitch 
2 strands, 
flesh 3825 
Hair - cross stitch 
in a blend of two colours, It ginger 
783 & ginger 780 

Face, hair, scarf, hands - backstitch 

2 strands, black 310 

Finger detail, eye, mouth - backstitch 

1 strand, brown 838 

Scarf - backstitch 2 strands, black 31 0 

Fill scarf - backstitch 1 strand, lemon 745 

Folds on scarf and base of neck - 

backstitch 1 strand, black 310 

Brooch - backstitch 2 strands, 

gold blending 

Halo outline - backstitch 1 strand, 
black 310 

Fill halo - long stitch 2 strands, 
black metallic E31 0 and gold blending 
Band on hair - backstitch over hair, 
fine gold braid 





Wing 
section 
Main outline 

- backstitch 
3 strands, vdk 
pink 349 

Detail top of back 
wing - backstitch 
1 strand, vdk pink 349 



U 







Wing section 

Outline - backstitch 3 strands, 
blend 2xdk peach 350 & 1 x v dk 
peach 349 

Orange outline - backstitch 
2 strands, gold blending 




Wing section 

Grey outline - backstitch 
3 strands, blend 2xdk peach 

350 & 1 xmed peach 351 
Blue outline - backstitch 

3 strands, blend 2xmed peach 

351 &1xlt peach 352 





Gown 

Outline left side - 

backstitch 4 strands, 
blend 2xlt pink 948 
&2xgold blending 
Outline right side - 
backstitch 4 strands, 
2xapricot 3341 
&2xgold blending 
Roses - backstitch 
3 strands, blend 
Ixapricot 3341 
&2xcopper blending 
Leaves - backstitch 
1 strand, apricot 3341 



Sleeves 

Outline - backstitch 4 
strands, blend 2xlt pink 948 
&2xgold blending 
Sleeve pattern, yellow 
areas - backstitch 2 
strands, gold blending 
Sleeve pattern, pink 
areas - backstitch 3 
strands, blend Ixapricot 
3341 &2xcopper blending 
Sleeve pattern, blue areas - 
backstitch 1 strand, It pink 948 



Gown 

Outline - backstitch 4 strands, blend 
2xapricot3341 &2xgold blending 
Outline top left - backstitch 4 strands, 
blend 2xlt peach 352 & 2xgold blending 
Roses - backstitch 3 strands, blend Ixmed 
peach 351 &2xcopper blending 
Leaves - backstitch 1 strand, m peach 351 



\Lw 



Wing section 

Brown outlines - backstitch 
3 strands, apricot 3341 
Peach outlines - backstitch 

3 strands, med peach 351 
Pink outlines - backstitch 

4 strands, blend 2x v dk 
peach 349 &2xgold blending 
Beige outlines - backstitch 

1 strand, gold blending 

Wing section 

Blue outline - backstitch 
3 strands, blend 2xmed peach 
351 &1xlt peach 352 
Pink outline - backstitch 
3 strands, blend 2xlt peach 352 
&1 xapricot 3341 
Green outline - backstitch 
3 strands, blend 2xapricot 3341 
&1xgold blending 
Flesh outline - backstitch 

2 strands, It pink 948 
Orange outline - backstitch 
2 strands, gold blending 



Gown 

Outline bright blue - backstitch 
4 strands, blend 2xlt peach 352 
&2xgold blending 
Outline blue - backstitch 
4 strands, blend 2xmed Peach 
351 &2xgold blending 
Outline mauve - backstitch 
4 strands, blend 2xdk peach 
350&2xgold blending 
Outline green sleeve edge - 
backstitch 4 strands, blend 2xlt 
pink 948 & 2xgold blending 
Roses - backstitch 3 strands, 
blend 1 x v dk peach 349 
&2xcopper blending 
Leaves - backstitch 
1 strand, vdk peach 349 



Gown 

Outline - backstitch 
4 strands, blend 2x 
It peach 352 & 2x 
gold blending 
Roses - backstitch 
3 strands, blend 
Ixdk peach 350 
&2xcopper blending 
Leaves - backstitch 
1 strand, dk pink 350 




& 



m 



K. 

Cx 
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Celestial messenger 
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TAis a design fj&r th&se wha want 
a stitching challenge 



Censing angel 



DMC or Kreinik 



Cross stitch in three strands 
black 
gold 



n|n E3io 
K002 



censer 

censer 



Frame your 

Censing angel in 
a gold frame 



Cross stitch in two strands 

838 brown eye 



® 3825 



flesh 



hands & face 



Cross stitch blending two colours 

X | X 780 ginger 

783 It ginger hair 



DMC or Kreinik 

Backstitch in three strands 



350(1) 
K021 (2) 
351(1) 
K021 (2) 
3341(1) 
K021 (2) 
3341(1) 
K002(2) 
5283 



dk peach 
copper 
m peach 
copper 
apricot 
copper 
apricot 
gold 
silver 



roses on robe 

roses on robe 

roses on robe 

front wing 
stars 



Backstitch in two strands 



Backstitch in four strands 



349(2) 


v dk peach 




K002(2) 


gold 


wing 


350(2) 


dk peach 




K002(2) 


gold 


gown outline 


351(2) 


m peach 




K002(2) 


gold 


gown outline 


352(2) 


It peach 




K002(2) 


gold 


gown outline 


948(2) 


It pink 




K002(2) 


gold 


gown outline 


3341(2) 


apricot 




K002(2) 


gold 


gown outline 



Backstitch in three strands 



349 


v dk peach 


wing 


351 


m peach 


wing 


| 3341 


apricot 


wing 


349(1) 


v dk peach 




350(2) 


dk peach 


wing 


350(2) 


dk peach 




351(1) 


m peach 


wing 


351(2) 


m peach 




352(1) 


It peach 


wing 


| 3341(1) 


apricot 




352(2) 


It peach 


wing 


349(1) 


v dk peach 




K021(2) 


copper 


roses on robe 



— 


310 


black 


face/hair 




518 


dark blue 


stars 


— 


| 519 


m blue 


stars 




948 


It pink 


wings 




3756 


light blue 


stars 




K002 


gold 


wing tips 


Backstitch in one strand 






310 


black 


halo/scarf 




349 


v dk peach 


wing/leaves 




350 


v dk peach 


gown/leaves 




351 


m peach 


gown/leaves 




745 


lemon 


scarf 




838 


brown 


mouth/eye/fingers 




948 


It pink 


wings 




3341 


apricot 


gown/leaves 




K002 


gold 


top wing 


Long stitch in two strands 






E310 


black 


halo 



Backstitch in one strand of braid 

K08 gold 

Stitched using DMC and Kreinik threads on 28 count 
evenweave over two threads. 

Stitch count 109hx63w (figure only) 

Design area 19x12in fJVixA^Acxw) 

Figures in brackets refer to number of strands 
to be used 
Stitch time: 35hrs 
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Write to Cross Stitch Collection Letters, PO Box 172, Northam, EX39 9DY. 
Or email us at CSC@dennis.co.uk with your stitching stories 




Star (tetter 



The writer of our star letter will 
receive a Heritage Crafts kit from 
the fabulous Cat's Rule! Series by 
Peter Underhill. The kit, I Love 
Xmas (CRSB1283), is worth £17.25 
and features a cute cat getting 
into the Christmas spirit. It comes 
as a kit with 27 count even weave, 
stranded cotton and a clear chart 
and instructions. 

Go to www.hcrafts.com for more details. Well done Joan 
Ogborn who will be receiving her kit very soon. 



XMAS! 




Show stopper 

This was a pattern for a throw - I cross 
stitched it into a quilt and it has got 
quite a lot of compliments. 

Joan Ogborn , United Kingdom 

Collection says: What a stunning 
piece of stitching, Joan! You must be 
so proud. We'd love to know how long 
this took to stitch. 



Pretty ansies 

I thought I'd share these pansies with you 
that I stitched from a chart in issue 231 
of Cross Stitch Collection. I really enjoyed 
stitching this design - I love how realistic 
the colours are. I hope you like it too. 
Thank you for inspiring me every month 
and happy stitching to all. 

Veronica Paratico f Italy 

Collection says: Thanks for your letter and 
photograph, Veronica. Your finished 
pansies look gorgeous - how nice to have 
flowers to look at in the winter. 




The age of steam 

I have done embroidery as a hobby ever 
since I stitched my first picture as a 
teenager. Over the years I have gathered 
up quite a large stash of leftover stranded 
cotton! I found this pattern in one of the 
Cross Stitch Collection magazines from 
2010 and fell totally in love. There were 
so many beautiful colours and I thought 
that I could use some of my cotton. 



Here are the results, four years later! 

It looks very different from the original 
but I am pleased with it. 

TuridAaslid, Norway 

Collection says: What a fabulous 
completed picture, Turid, and a really 
brilliant way to finish up leftover cotton. 
What will you stitch next? 





Send 

your 



us 

news... 



We love to get your letters 
and photos, so put pen to 
paper and get writing today. 

Email us at: 

csc@dennis.co.uk 

marking your email Letters Page. 

or write to: 

Cross Stitch Collection Letters, 

PO Box 172, Northam, 

EX39 9DY 

Happy stitching! 

‘Tfie G&ftedimi ‘Team 



December 201 5 Cflieci£fon23 



Festive toy shop 





Meet the designer.. 

Maria Diaz 



I love doing shop front 
designs and even at my 
age toy shops are always 
exciting! I simply cannot 
walk past the Disney store 
without going in, even if the 
kids aren't with me, in fact 
it's more fun when I'm on 
my own - then I can play 
with all the stuff myself! 

I hope this design evokes 
all the building excitement 
as Christmas gets nearer, 
the rose-tinted memories 
of snow and images of the 
classic Victorian Christmas. 
The only thing I have left 
out is the urchin looking 
in the window. 



Small 



details like the wreath on the door and the toys in the shop window help keep 
a large project like this feeling interesting while you're stitching 




We'd love to do all our Christmas 
shopping in this delightful store 
designed by Maria Diaz 



T his wonderfully nostalgic toy shop is packed with 

traditional toys and all dressed up for Christmas with 
trees and garlands - it's even dusted in snow! We can just 
imagine all the shoppers bustling in, wrapped up against 
the cold, to select the perfect present to put under the tree 
for some very lucky little boys and girls. 

This project is packed with fun little details so the stitching 
should fly by. We'd recommend taking your time over the 
backstitch at the end, particularly the Toy Shop sign as you 
may find the gold outline quite tricky. >■ 
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Festive toy shop 
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ITS IN THE DETAIL 

Some of the small detailed 
parts of the design, like the 
tree or the door wreath 
would make a nice Christmas 
card design. 



CHANGE OF OWNER 

Change the type of shop by 
leaving out the toys in the 
window and adding flowers 
for a florist, loaves of bread 
for a baker, or mannequins 
for a clothes shop. 

ALL IN A ROW 

After changing the themes, 
you could stitch the shops 
next to each other to create 
a Christmas shopping street. 
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Festive toy shop 



Stitching your picture 



djou will need . . . 

Zweigart 28 count Cashel linen white, 
ref: 3281/1 00, 50x40.5cm (20x1 6in) 

Stranded cotton and light effects as listed in the key 

Size 26 tapestry needle 

Frame with a 34x24cm (13y2x9y2in) aperture 

For stockist details see page 62 



Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch is 
worked in two strands of stranded cotton or light 
effects over two threads of fabric. 

Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch before adding the 
backstitch and French knots in one strand. 



Owr stiJtcAer says. . . Lots of colour changes and 
areas worked in light effects make a lovely bold design 



Festive toy shop 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 



■ ■ 


310 


403 


black 


black 


I'M* 


321 


019 


510 


xmas red 


A | A 


340 


118 


902 


blue violet 




350 


011 


213 


med coral 


8 | 0 


351 


011 


214 


coral 


4 | 4 


422 


943 


2102 


It brown 


n n 


436 


1045 


2011 


It brown 


9 9 


437 


362 


2012 


It tan 


*1* 


552 


100 


713 


med violet 


xlx 


646 


8581 


181 


med grey 


6 \ 6 


648 


900 


1814 


beaver grey 


|>|> 


676 


891 


2208 


med yellow 




699 


923 


1303 


xmas green 


|. -|. ’ 


CM 

O 


239 


1306 


kelly green 


ilH 


704 


256 


1308 


bright lime 


\ 


CD 

CM 


305 


109 


It topaz 


0 0 


742 


303 


114 


It tangerine 


N\ 


744 


301 


112 


pale yellow 


■ 


816 


1005 


512 


garnet 


[□!□ 


817 


013 


211 


dk coral 


Hi* 


844 


1041 


1810 


dk beaver grey 



DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 



| 212 


950 


4146 


2309 


desert sand 


Is & 


976 


1001 


2302 


m golden brown 


>1 >1 


3064 


914 


2312 


dk desert sand 




3746 


1030 


903 


dk blue violet 


-!- 


3782 


899 


1911 


It mocha 


L* # 


3863 


379 


1912 


med sepia 


M~l 


blanc 


002 


white 


white 


hid 


: E5200 


001 


white 


white 



x x E3821 metallic 



Backstitch in one strand 

310 403 black black 

outlines 



E3852 metallic 

shop sign 



French knots in one strand 




310 403 

dolls eyes 



black black 



Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count linen 
over two threads. 

Stitch count: 164hx114w 
Design size: 28x20cm (11x8in) 

Stitch time: 95hrs 
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We've got great cross stitch prizes worth over £85 to give 
away to readers of Cross Stitch Collection 

Cut Thru' The North 
Pole House 



ir 



of prizes to 
be won! 



Me to you... 



These lovely Me to You mini cross 
stitch kits make great stocking fillers 
or table presents. We have four kits 
to give away this month (sent out at 
random) - Christmas Dinner, Santa 
Bear, Singing Carols and Cosy & Warm. 
Each kit features a cute Christmas bear 
and comes with a chart, instructions, 
iridescent aida and DMC stranded 



cotton, priced £2.99. With four more 
lovely designs in the range, you will 
never again be short of last-minute 
Christmas gift ideas. Please go to 

www.sewandsew.co.uk to see the 

complete range. 

Enter by post to the address below, 
please label your entry 'Christmas 
Bear Kit Giveaway 256'. 



This fabulous Cut Thru' The North Pole House XCT17 kit 
is designed from original artwork by Amanda Loverseed, 
and is the perfect project to stitch during the festive 
season. The 26x36cm design is packed with interesting 
detail and the kit comes with 14 count aida, pre-sorted 
stranded cotton, gold beads and sequins, a gold-plated 
needle, chart and full instructions. The kit is priced £31.99 
and is available from www.bothythreads.com. 

Enter by post to the address below, please label your 
entry 'North Pole Kit Giveaway 256'. 



Sew Scandinavian 



Two lucky winners will each receive a copy of this elegant 
and beautifully designed stitching book written by Kajsa 
Kinsella. Published by Cico, the designs are Scandinavian 
and inspired by Kajsa's Swedish childhood. The projects, 
which range from 
adorable little felt pets 
to an eye-catching 
winter mobile, are 
simply delightful! 

Sew Scandinavian is 
£12.99 and is available 
from book shops and 
www.amazon.co.uk. 

Enter by post to the 
address below, please 
label your entry 'Sew \ A //^ pTL4 
Scandinavian Book RRf ^ 1L 
Giveaway 256'. 



c j^% K JS 




£25 



Stitch the Halls! 

Open the pages of Stitch the Halls and 
your mind will be filled with all things 
festive. The 15 designs in a variety of 
counted thread techniques are split 
into three themed collections - Stylish 
& Chic for sophisticates, Merry 
& Bright for modernists and Classic 
& Cosy for the traditionalists. Written 
by Sophie Simpson of What Delilah 
Did, this book will give you hours 
of stitching pleasure. Stitch the Halls 
is published by Collins & Brown and 
available from bookshops, priced 
£9.99. We have two books to give 
away to lucky readers. 

Enter by post to the address 
below, please label your entry 
'Stitch the Halls Book Giveaway 256'. 




WORTH ^ 
£1 9.98 



HowTo Enter 

Write your name and address on the back of a postcard or stuck-down envelope and send to: Cross Stitch Collection Magazine, PO Box 172, 
Northam, EX39 9DY. Competition open 13th November - 10th December 2015. For competition terms and conditions go to page 63. 

Please feel free to enter multiple draws on one postcard. 
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A ll is calm, all is bright... This musical vignette with its vibrant stars will have you 

humming Christmas carols all through December. There's lots of backstitch in this 
design and you'll want to take particular care over the long straight lines of the stave as you 
don't want them wobbling! 



Greet visitors 

with this hanging 
from a wreath on 
your front door 



you (mil med. . . 

Zweigart 28 count Brittney beige, ref: 3270/779, 

1 5x25cm (6x1 Oin) 

Stranded cotton as listed in the key 
Size 26 tapestry needle 

For stockist details see page 62 

Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch is 
worked in two strands of stranded cotton. 

Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch elements before 
adding the backstitch in one and two strands 
of stranded cotton. 

How to make the plaque 

WRAP your completed stitching around 
a rectangle of thick card covered with 
wadding, then use double sided tape to 
hold it in place. The plaque has many uses, from 
adding it to the front of a greetings card to using 
as a decorative sign on the Christmas table. 



Silent night 



DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 



N M 


310 


403 


black 


black 


L°i°J 


743 


030 


2294 


yellow 



x x 3854 313 2301 med autumn gold 

Backstitch in two strands 

1713 dark pewter grey 



413 401 

music staff 



Backstitch in one strand 



310 

words 


403 


black 


black 


743 

left star 


030 


2294 


yellow 


3854 

stars 


313 


2301 


med autumn gold 



Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count 
evenweave over two threads. 

Stitch count 41 hx98w 
Design area 7.5x1 8cm (3x7in) 

Stitch time: 5hrs 






This carol design from Jenny Barton hits all the right notes 
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My Stitching Weekend 




Martin Penny talks to Susan Ryder, founder of Heritage Crafts, 
about her lasting enthusiasm for our favourite pastime 



r " 

ynonymous with English cross stitch design for 
more than 25 years, Heritage Crafts is one of the 
longest established UK design companies. 

Susan Ryder's designs were featured on the cover of this 
country's first dedicated stitching magazine in 1991 and have 
added quality and variety to English design ever since. 

Where in the world do you like to shop for fabric 
and threads? 

We buy our fabric from Zweigart in Germany and our threads 
from DMC in France. At work we have a room devoted to 
fabric and another to cones of stranded cottons. I mainly 
work on designs at home so I have cards full of all the DMC 
colours to choose from - bliss! 

Where is your favourite place to sit and design/stitch? 

I love stitching in my conservatory at home. It is north-facing 
and gets natural light all day, making it easy to choose colours 
with confidence. It overlooks our garden and open fields, 
where horses graze, and it is lovely and peaceful. When it is 
not too cold outside I leave the door open so that our three 
cats can go in and out. 



Do you have a place in the garden where you like 
to work? 

I don't stitch in the garden as there is always opposition from 
sun and wind. I feel that I am outside when I am in my 
conservatory and my charts don't get blown around! 

Do you stitch when you are travelling? 

During the last three years my husband, Ian, has been very 
ill with cancer (he is now in remission) so we haven't done 
any travelling apart from all the numerous trips to hospital 
in Birmingham. I always took my work with me to hospital 
and stitched while Ian was having his treatments, much 
to the interest of the hospital staff. 

How did you learn to stitch and design? 

My mother taught me to embroider and crochet and I think 
that my creativity stemmed from her. Her work was beautiful 
and very inspiring and I still use her exquisitly embroidered 
tablecloths and crocheted doilies. I used to be a primary 
school teacher and taught needlework to my pupils and I was 
lucky enough to be sent on a creative embroidery course 
for teachers, which inspired me to experiment with different 
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© Heritage Crafts 



My Stitching Weekend 




These designs from Heritage Crafts 
include the new 'High Street' kit (opposite) 
available soon. Both this and the fawn 
are by artist Peter Underhill especially 
for Heritage. Susan (below) is working 
on 'Baking Crazy' (with the help of Oliver), 
a companion design for 'Crazy Cat Lady' 
(left), modelled on her cat-loving staff. 
Watch out for a Heritage design coming 
soon in Cross Stitch Collection. 





9 got the cross stitch bug about 40 years ayo- in 
9 boned the cross stitch kits ofi the Vutch 



v gotu 
cHouand, 



bouses and designed my own - the rest is history 



fabrics and threads. I got the cross stitch bug about forty 
years ago when I was on holiday in Holland. I loved the cross 
stitch kits of the Dutch buildings and after working one 
I started to produce my own designs. The rest is history. 

What element of your work do you find most satisfying? 

I love every aspect of my work, whether it is producing my 
own designs or converting a painting from one of our artists 
into cross stitch. To produce the chart I use software that my 
husband wrote for me about twenty five years ago. It still 
does everything I want and I find it very satisfying to see the 
design taking shape on the computer screen. I love working 
with colour, blending threads to achieve the effects I want. 

I always stitch my designs and it delights me when the colours 
work well, even if it took a lot of unpicking to get there! 

Whose opinion do you seek about a finished piece? 

My husband sees my designs take shape from the beginning 
and he makes comments as they progress (some of which 
I agree with!). I take the finished piece to work and this is the 
real test. My staff are always very critical and it is lovely when 
they all like my work straightaway. If they pick up on things 



which need changing I go home and make the changes which 
entails more unpicking, or even needing to start again! 

What else do you like to do at the weekend? 

Ian and I try to walk for around an hour every day. We are 
both in our seventies so it is important to keep fit, especially 
for Ian's recovery. We are lucky to live on the edge of Cannock 
Chase, an area of 26 square miles of forests, woodland, hills, 
lakes, streams and deep valleys. The Chase has been the 
inspiration for a few of our designs. If I have time I might 
do a bit of baking or I work on my family tree, but normally 
I stitch for most of the time. 

Heritage Crafts works with artists, including 
John Clayton, Peter Underhill and Valerie 
Pfeiffer to produce highly detailed cross 
stitch designs which are a joy to stitch. 

You can also find kits designed for children 
to stitch. All Heritage Craft cross stitch kits 
are available from your local needlework 
stockist or directly from their online store 
with free postage. For more information, 
visit www.hcrafts.com or call 01889 585666. 
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Christmas songbirds 




C 

ongbirds bring a touch of joy to our 
gardens even during the coldest 
months of the year. This pretty design from 
Lesley Teare combines birds, flowers, foliage 
and berries in one satisfying cross stitch 
project. Its also packed with fun stitching 
details to keep your interest, with lots of 
colours in the cross stitch, and backstitch 
and beading to finish off. 

If you feel daunted by the whole design, 
you could stitch a smaller section with just 
one bird to make a sweet card or picture. 
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Christmas songbirds 
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Christmas songbirds 



Meet the designer... 

Lesley Teare 

O ver the years I have drawn and 
painted many bird sketches. 

This time I wanted to create 
a festive winter wreath with birds from 
our gardens. I hope I have achieved this 
as the picture was a joy to create from 
start to finish. The wren, goldfinch, great 
tit, blue tit and robin nestle amongst the 
pretty, soft coloured hellebores, whilst 
possibly looking for the berries that peep 
out from amongst the flowers and foliage. 




Winter birds 



Sort your 
threads before 
you start to help 
this stitching 
go quickly 



y<m mil need . . . 

Zweigart 25 count Lugana evenweave 

cream, ref: 3835/252, 51x51 cm (20x20in) 

Stranded cotton as listed in the key 
Pearl seed beads 
Size 26 tapestry needle 

Fabric for the cushion back 42x42cm (1 672x1 672in) 
Cushion pad 41 x41 cm (1 6x1 6in) 

For stockist details see page 62 



Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch 
is worked in two strands of stranded cotton over 
two threads of fabric. 



Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch before adding the 
backstitch in one and two strands. The pearl seeds 
beads are used on the stamens of the flowers. 



Make your cushion 

A CUT your stitched cushion front to 42x42cm 
(16%x16%in). 

2 WITH right sides together, machine stitch the 
cushion front to the backing fabric- stitch around 
all four sides, with a 5mm (14in) seam allowance, and 
leaving a gap for turning. 

3 NEATEN the seams, then turn through the 
gap to the right side. 

4 INSERT the cushion pad, and slip stitch the 
gap closed. 




To see Lesley's latest designs visit www.lesleyteare.com 
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Christmas songbirds 




Our stitcfier sags : 'Kj&ts &jj backstitcA, so- not 
fj&r a beginner, (great use beading, with just 

en&ugk ta add interest w 



Christmas songbirds 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 
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DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 
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Backstitch in one strand 
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Backstitch in two strands 
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Beads 



o 0 



Pearl seed beads 

flower stamens 



Stitched using DMC threads on 25 count evenweave 
over two threads. 

Stitch count 149hx146w 
Design area 30x29cm (1 1 ^4x1 ll^in) 

Stitch time: 61hrs 
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Hardanger Christmas 



Jiar danger 

Christmas 



Stitch a family heirloom with this festive design 
from Nina Allen featuring traditional Norwegian 
cutwork embroidery 
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Hardanger Christmas 




H ardanger embroidery sprang up in Norway after seafaring 

traders bought back luxury embroidered fabrics and \ 

* 

lacework from around the world to the area around the Hardanger 
Fjord in Hordaland. The new embroidery technique, originally known 
as Norwegian drawn thread work, emerged as people sought to recreate 
these beautiful fabrics at home. 

Traditionally, Norwegian stitchers worked on 50 count linen, but you'll 
be pleased to know our design is worked on 28 count evenweave! You will 
still want to work slowly and in natural light where possible as your stitches 
must be perfect. The hardest part is the cutting, so make sure to do this 
when you are able to concentrate fully. >. 



Tip... 

'/ ( Use your hands Vi 

Hand hold your stitching 
as you work - a hoop 
stop you moving 
easily from one stitch 
to the next. 






Hardanger Christmas 



Make it yours 



y&UL mf&nml... 

Zweigart 28 count Brittney white, 
ref: 3270/1 00, 1 0x1 Oin (25x25cm) 

Perle cotton No 8 & No 1 2, red 
Size 26 tapestry needle 
Net white 6x6in (1 3x1 3cm) 

Cord red 8in (20cm) for the hanger 
Tassel red 

For stockist details see page 62 

Stitching details 

Stitched using DMC Perle on 28 count 
evenweave over one thread 

Stitch count: 1 01 hxl 01 w 
Design size: 3y2x3y2in (9 x9cm) 

Stitch time: 5hrs 

Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre. 
Count out from this point and start stitching the 
Kloster block at the bottom of the chart. Use DMC 
Perle on 28 count evenweave over one thread of the 
fabric - the size of the thread for each part of the 
design is listed below. Work slowly and check your 
work as you go. It is important that your stitches are 
perfect before you cut any threads away. This design 
is for the accomplished stitcher with experience 
of Hardanger. 

Working Order 

WORK this Christmas Hardanger design in this order 
using No 8 or No 12 red Perle cotton: Kloster Blocks 
(No 8); Blanket Stitches (No 8); Eyelets (No 12); Ship's 
Motif (No 8); Cut and withdraw threads; Woven bars 
with Picots (No 12); Doves Eyes (No 12). 

Making the decoration 

COMPLETE all the decorative stitching, then with the 
design in the centre of the fabric, cut to a 6x6in 
(13x1 3cm) square. 

PLACE the stitched square of fabric face down 
on the table. Fold over 14in (5mm) around all 
four edges of the fabric to the wrong side and press. 

2 PLACE the net over the back of the stitching. 

This will stop the filling coming out of the holes 
cut in the design. 




3 CAREFULLY fold in three points 
at the corners of the fabric to the 
centre back. Slip stitch two of the seams 
from point to centre. You will have made 
an envelope shape. 

4 FOLD the hanging cord in half, knot together, 
and then place the knot inside the 
decoration at the top of the hanger. 

5 FILL the decoration with toy stuffing, which 
can be fragranced with Christmas pot 
pourri. Fold in the remaining point, and slip 
stitch closed, trapping the knotted end of 
the hanger. 

6 ATTACH a tassel to the bottom of the 
decoration using matching thread. 



‘Work sd&wdy and check 
y&ur stitches as y&u ga 




Kloster Blocks 

Kloster Blocks are the basic foundation of Hardanger embroidery. 

Each block consists of five satin stitches and each of those stitches 
covers four threads of fabric. In this design the Kloster blocks are 
worked first and will be just inside the outer edge of the design. 

The needle will usually be working at an angle, but the stitch itself must 
always run straight with the fabric threads. Once you have made the 
fifth stitch of the first block, change direction and bring the needle out 
at the corner point before completing the next block, 90 degrees to the 
first. Remember to keep checking your work for any missed threads, 
and make sure two stitches meet in the corner hole. When you have 
worked all the Kloster blocks on the chart, you should have arrived 
back at your starting point. 
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Hardanger Christmas 




Blanket Stitches 

The blanket stitch edge is a very 
traditional and attractive way to finish 
a piece of Hardanger embroidery, and 
forms the outer edge on this design. 

It is worked in a similar way to the 
satin stitch blocks with each stitch 
covering four threads of fabric. 

The difference is the needle will go 
straight against the fabric threads, 
and taken through the thread loop 
to produce a ridge on the edge. 

After completing the five stitches that 
correspond with the five satin stitches, 
work the rounded corner. To do this, 
work all the corner stitches from the 
same hole, then make the first stitch 
of the next section in that same hole 
- there will be several stitches sharing 
this hole. 




Cut and withdraw threads 

This is the trickiest part of the design, 
so do not cut the threads when you 
are tired or unsure of where to cut. 
Use small sharp scissors, cutting up 
against the sides of the satin stitches 
(Kloster blocks). Cut one side and then 
turn your fabric and cut the opposite. 
Check carefully on the chart as not 
all areas have threads removed. 
Carefully pull out the cut threads. 




Eyelets 

The eyelet stitches are worked 
between the blanket stitch edge and 
the Kloster blocks. Secure the thread 
on the wrong side of the fabric, then 
bring it up in the centre hole where 
the eyelet will be worked. Work 
around each hole of the square, each 
time returning to the centre. No fabric 
threads are cut to form the eyelet, but 
each stitch is pulled to the outside, 
forming a much larger centre hole. 






Ship motif 

The ship motif is another variation 
on the basic satin stitch. Each half 
of each motif is worked separately. 
Increase and decrease the length of 
the stitches as you progress, counting 
carefully, and following the chart. 
Your stitching should completely 
cover the fabric underneath. 




Woven bars with picots 

After cutting, there will be a network 
of threads left in groups of four. These 
will be woven into bars. Bring your 
needle up through the middle of the 
four threads, then around the threads 
on one side and then back to the 
middle. Repeat on the opposite side. 
Continue weaving in a figure-of-eight 
pattern until you reach the middle of 
the bar. Bring the thread out at this 
point, then wrap the thread under the 
needle, over the needle, and under 
the needle. Gently pull until a loose 
knot appears. Finish weaving the bar. 
The weaving must be tight and even 
so pull each stitch before continuing. 
When one bar is complete, cross over 
to the next bar by bringing the needle 
from the far side of the completed bar 
up at the centre of the next. 




Doves Eyes 

The Dove's eyes are worked in the 
spaces between the Kloster blocks 
and woven bars. Bring your needle 
up at the centre point on one side 
of a block, and make a small stitch 
into the next woven bar, working back 
towards your starting point. 

Proceed to the third bar and repeat. 
Repeat for the last bar, pull up to 
create the twists, then go back to your 
starting point and take the thread 
through to the back to finish. 
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Print + Digital Package 

• Get 6 print and digital issues 
for just £2739 

• Save over 25% on the shop price 

• Save 79% on digital access 

• Access your magazine on the go 

• Free delivery 

• Challenging new projects every month 
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dennismags.co.uk/crossstftchcollection 

and enter offer code D1512B 
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Looking for a Christmas Gift? 

Gift subscriptions start from just £19.39, 
a huge saving of up to 35% on the shop price . 



See page 34 for full details 













Save 25% 



when you subscribe 



Cross Stitch Collection will 
whisk you away to another 
world where you can lose 
yourself stitching the most 
beautiful designs for home, 5 

friends and family. Along A 

with top quality charts, we 
bring you all the latest cross 
stitch stories to read and 




enjoy. Don't miss out! 





"Calls will cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company's access charge 




Her ladyship 




Meet the designer... 

Sheena Rogers 

Of all the characters in 
Downton, I think Lady Mary 
is the one with her finger 
on the pulse of the latest 
trends in fashion. So, this 
design had to reflect her 
'up-to-the-minute' hairstyle 
of that time, but I also 
wanted to keep a period 
feel to the piece, so I 
encased her in a gold 
picture frame - possibly a 
Grantham family heirloom! 
The blue background was 
used to help complement 
Mary's delicate porcelain 
skin colouring, whilst the 
deep green edging brings 
out the sumptuous gold 
pattern on the frame. 



Make this Lady Mary mini cushion 
designed by Sheena Rogers just 
in time for the final Christmas special 



D ownton Abbey might be coming to an end but you 

can broadcast your love of the show forever with this 
gorgeous mini cushion. The second of our cross stitch designs 
inspired by the show features the elegant Lady Mary Crawley 
against an art nouveau wallpaper and framed in gold. If you 
missed the mini bust of Mr Carson in issue 255, you can find 
out how to buy a back issue on page 63. >- 

'i^ady Mary is the me mitk 
herfjinyer m the pulse oft the 
latest trends in jjasPiim" 
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Her ladyship 




SeW your Lady 
Mary into a mini 
cushion with our 
step-by-step guide 



Mini cushion 



y&u mil need . . . 

14 count aida white, 25x28cm (1 0x1 1 in) 

Stranded Cotton as listed in the key 

Size 26 tapestry needle 

Backing fabric 25x28cm (1 0x1 1 in) 

Soft toy filling 

For stockist see page 62 



How to make a mini cushion 

ONCE all the stitching is complete, you can then 
make up Lady Mary into a cushion. 

A PLACE the backing fabric face up on a table, 
then lay your stitching face down on top. 

2 PIN the two pieces of fabric together around 
the edges of the design. 

3 BACKSTITCH the two pieces together along the 
edge of the stitching using strong sewing thread, 
leaving a gap on the bottom edge for turning. 

4 REMOVE some of the seam allowance with 
sharp scissors to reduce the bulk. Make snips 
into the corners, taking care not to cut the stitching. 

5 TURN the cushion inside out, then use a blunt 
pencil to push out the corners. Lightly fill with 
soft toy stuffing, making sure the stuffing goes into 
the corners. Sew up the opening using ladder stitch. 




Her ladyship 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 
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Backstitch in one strand 
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eyes 

Stitched using DMC threads on 14 count aida 
Stitch count: 84x91 

Design area approx: 15x1 6.5cm ( 6 x 6 Y 2 in) 
Stitch time: 20hrs 



Our stitcher says . . . I took 
my time over the backstitch 
on her eyes as I wanted 
to get her look just right 
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Her ladyship 



Collection makes . . . 



ALL MADE UP Make this into a small bag 
for holding jewellery or handkerchiefs . 

IT'S A BUST Make a Lady Mary mini bust 
using the instructions from issue 255 of Cross 
Stitch Collection. 

SCENT OF A LADY Add lavender to the 
cushion stuffing and attach a ribbon, then use 
as a wardrobe freshener. 
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,,c Cke bdue background mas 
used to complement Jiaru's 
delicate porcelain, skin! 



Merry stitches 




This Scandinavian-style sampler from Zweigart 
is a playful take on a traditional design 




F rom the jolly robins at the top 
to the booted reindeer at the 
bottom, this lovely design is a joy to 
stitch - and to look at! It's also full of 
motifs you could pinch to make into 
festive cards or decorations. 



As this design is worked in whole 
stitches with just a little back stitch, 
it would make an ideal project for 
a relatively new stitcher ready to 
stretch their skills and try their hand 
at a larger project. >- 
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Merry stitches 
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Jolly sampler 



y&a milt need . . . 

Zweigart 28 count Brittney beige, ref: 3270/264, 
33x29cm (13x11%in) 

Stranded cotton as listed in the key 
Size 26 tapestry needle 

Frame with a 23x1 9cm (9%x7y2in) aperture, white 

For stockist details see page 62 

Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch 
is worked in two strands of stranded cotton. 

Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch before adding 
the backstitch in one strand. 



««+#«■■» > 1 1 i i «***■■«* * *■■* + *•■ i i t «» i v i* * i a * t * * * * 

I More designs from Zweigart 



Our Zweigart project comes from 
Zweigart ideas booklet. Book 253. 
There are lots more chart books 
available, filled with beautiful 
projects for your home. 

Available from Zweigart 
stockists, each priced from £1.99. 

To order, visit 

www.sewandso.co.uk 



Merry stitches 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 
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Merry stitches 
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DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Backstitch in one strand 
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reindeer heart 
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hearts and bell 



Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count 
evenweave over two threads. 

Stitch count: 119hx89w 
Design size: 21x1 5cm (814x6in) 

Stitch time: 18hrs 



CHRISTMAS CARDS 

Any of the lovely motifs 
on this sampler could be 
made into a card. 

EXTRA CHARM 

You could add some small 
heart-shaped metal charms 
around the reindeer's neck 
for added interest. 

OUT OF SEASON 

The hearts and borders could 
be used on cards for other 
occasions like Valentine's day. 
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r eople have been giving perfume at Christmas since the wise men brought 

frankincense and myrrh to a lowly stable. This pretty bag, decorated with a retro 
atomiser, is the perfect finishing touch for any bottles you are planning to give. Our design is 
stitched in shades of pink, but you could substitute blues or greens to match the bottle inside! 



is worked in two strands of stranded cotton 
over two threads of fabric. 



Zweigart 28 count Brittney cream, ref: 3270/1 00, 
31x1 9cm (12x7%in) 

Stranded cotton as listed in the key 
Size 26 tapestry needle 

For stockist details see page 62 



Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch before adding 
the backstitch in one strand. 



Make your bag 

TURN over the top edge of the stitched 
fabric twice, and then machine stitch 
to hold the seam in place. 

2 BRING the short edges of the bag together, 
and machine stitch the seam on the wrong 
side - this is the centre back seam. 

3 I RON the bag so that the design is at the 
centre front and the seam centre back. 

4 STITCH across the bottom of the bag then 
turn to the right side. 



Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch 



IVIdKe this 

as a zipped pouch 
to use as a small 
make up bag 



Our stitcfier says... 

I would like this design 
around my dressing table 

Pretty fragrant 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 
3 f 3 760 1022 405 salmon 



W\W 3712 1024 405 m dusty pink 
-I - 1 3713 1021 501 v It salmon 



1 o | o blanc 002 white white 



Backstitch in one strand 

317 400 1714 pewter grey 

outlines 



Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count 
evenweave over two threads. 

Stitch count: 73hx42w 
Design size: 13x8cm (5%x314in) 

Stitch time: lOhrs 



S4 diectlan December 2015 



* 






41 





Santa's 

washing line 

This card designed by Jenny Barton is full of fun festive details 
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y&u uwll need . . . 

Zweigart 28 count Cashel blue, ref: 3281/562, 

1 7.5x23cm (7x9in) 

Stranded cotton and metallic thread as listed 
in the key 

Size 26 tapestry needle 

Card with 9x1 4cm (3y2x5y2in) aperture 

For stockist details see page 62 

Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch 
is worked in two strands of stranded cotton with 
light effects white for the snow. 

Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch before adding the 
backstitch details in one strand and the lettering 
in two strands 

How to mount in a card 

/K TRIM your linen to fit inside your card with the 
design placed centrally behind the aperture. 
Place on the table, right-side up. 

2 ATTACH double-sided tape to the inside of the 
card around the edge of the aperture. Place 
on top of the stitching and press down firmly. 

3 CHECK which flap will fold onto the back of 
the stitching, then add strips of double-sided 
tape and press firmly in place. 



Santa's washing line 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 



*1* 


304 


1006 


509 


xmas red 




317 


400 


1714 


pewter grey 


lele 


318 


399 


1802 


It steel grey 




414 


235 


1801 


dk grey 


LHa 


415 


398 


1803 


pearl grey 


K|X 


437 


362 


2012 


It tan 


3|3 666 


046 


210 


bright red 


#!# 


910 


228 


1301 


dk emerald green 


% % 


911 


205 


1214 


m emerald green 


MM 


3371 


382 


2004 


dark brown 


1 * 1 * 


3756 


1037 


886 


It baby blue 


1 + 1 + 


3841 


159 


1001 


pale baby blue 


| o| 0 


blanc 


002 


white 


white 




E5200 


001 


white 


white 


Backstitch in one strand 




■ 


3371 


382 


2004 


dark brown 




all outlines 







Backstitch in two strands 

304 1006 509 xmas red 

words 

Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count linen over 
two threads. 

Stitch count: 33hx77w 
Design size: 5x1 2.5cm (2x5in) 

Stitch time: 12 hours 



STITCH 

&SEND 




Find aperture 
cards in a range of 
colours and sizes at 
www.craftcreations.com 
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Weekend 




Attach these gift tags designed by Emma Congdon to your 
Christmas presents for the perfect finishing touch 




M ake your presents stand out under 
the Christmas tree with these 
stunning cross stitch gift tags. There are seven 
beautifully festive designs - plus there's an 
alphabet to make your own personalised tags! 

y&a can reuse 
fAese gijjt tags gear 

ajjtergear 

You can add names to the reverse of the tags 
using backstitch or the alphabet provided. 

We like the idea of making a tag for everyone 
in your family and reusing them every year. 
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Share your pics and 
stitching stories at 

www.facebook.com/ 

CSCMagazine 



mm 

QD 



GREETINGS CARD 

Any of these designs would 
stitch up beautifully into 
a Christmas card. 



SAMPLER Why not 
stitch all the tags together 
on one piece of linen to 
make a block sampler? 



CHRISTMAS TABLE 

Make up the designs into 
pretty napkin rings for the 
Christmas table. 





n. Jr " # 


- M'. m 

- rf /l l-f 










L 
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Weekend 
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Festive gift tags 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 





221 


020 


811 


v dk pink 


l* * 


666 


046 


210 


bright red 


~~ 


blanc 


002 


white 


white 




Backstitch in two strands 



221 020 811 

outlines and decoration 


v dk pink 


666 046 210 

outlines and decoration 


bright red 


Algerian eyes in two strands 


666 046 210 

merry Christmas tag 


bright red 



Stitched using DMC threads on 28 count evenweave 
over two threads. 

Stitch count: 20hx35w 
Design size: 63x35cm (2%x1%in) 

Stitch time V/zhrs for each tag 



Our stitcAer says ... Some of the letters had 
long tails - I worked these in Hobein stitch so 
the thread ends could be finished by taking 
them through the back of the stitching 
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Make your tag 



y&u imii need . . . 

Zweigart 28 count Cashel linen natural, 
ref: 3281 /326, 7.5x1 2.5cm (3x5in) tag front 
x 2 for each tag front and back 
Stranded cotton as listed in the key 
Size 26 tapestry needle 
Buttons 
Red ribbon 

For stockist details see page 62 

Stitching the design 

FOLD the fabric in half both ways to find the centre 
and start stitching at this point. The cross stitch 
is worked in two strands of stranded cotton over two 
threads of fabric. Use the alphabet provided to make 
up your own 'From The' tag. 

Adding the detail 

COMPLETE all the cross stitch before adding the 
backstitch in two strands. 

Making a tag 

A MAKE a tag shape from cardboard. To do this, 
draw a 8x6cm (3%x2%in) rectangle with a 2cm 
(%in) high triangle attached to the short edge. 

2 POSITION the cardboard tag centrally over the 
wrong side of your stitching, and then draw 
around the tag with a pencil. 

3 CUT out the tag shape adding a 5mm (%in) seam 
allowance around all edges. Cut a second piece 
of linen the same shape and size as the first. 

4 PLACE the stitched tag and the backing fabric 
right sides together and stitch around the edge 
of the tag using a sewing machine. Follow the pencil 
line, but leave the bottom edge open for turning. 

5 TRIM the seam allowance and add small snips 
around the corners to help reduce the bulk. 

Turn through to the right side. 

6 PUSH the cardboard tag inside the stitched tag. 

Turn in the raw edges at the bottom, and then 
close the seam with small neat stitches. 

7 MAKE a small hole at the top of the tag with 
a large needle and then thread with a length 
of toning ribbon. Sew a button to the top of the tag. 
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It's easy to find essential stitching supplies or catch up on a missed 
copy of Cross Stitch Collection with our handy shopping guide 



OK'-N/'-ly’j c1“C Seen something that's 
J)lULI\lolO inspired you? 

Here's where you can buy it... 



ANN'S ORCHARD 
www.annsorchard.co.uk 

01342311545 
For contemporary and 
traditional bead and 
needlework kits, plus 
handmade framesto display 
them in 

BARNYARNS 
www. ba rnya rns.co.uk 

01765690069 
For Anchor, DMCand 
Madeira threads and all kinds 
of haberdashery supplies 



E-FRAME 

www.eframe.co.uk 

Bespoke and ready-made 
picture frames and mounts 
for displaying your stitching 

HOBBYCRAFT 

www.hobbycraft.co.uk 

0845051 6599 
Forcardstock, paper, paint, 
glue and crafting supplies 

JOHNJAMES NEEDLES 

www.jjneedles.com 

01527830941 



MRJ WOOD 

jwooddmc@mail.com 

DMC branded stranded 
cottons. For mail order only, 
enquire using above email 

PHOTOS 2 STITCH 
www.photos2stitch.co.uk 

For personalised counted 
cross stitch kits and charts 
made from any photograph 

SEAMSTAR 

www.seamstar.co.uk 

01829771529 




Merry 



t, - * ♦ 





COTTON PATCH 
www.cottonpatch.co.uk 

0121 7022840 
For fabrics, books, wadding, 
notions, accessories and 
haberdashery 

CRAFT LAMPS 
www.craftlamps.co.uk 

01373454448 
Stocking a fantastic array of 
craft lamps including desk, 
floorand magnifying lamps, 
including DaylightTM lamps 

DKH CREATIONS 
www.dkhcreations.co.uk 

For cross stitch kits, threads, 
aida and essential accessories 

DP SOFTWARE 

www.d psof twa re.com 

01454612598 

Software for creating charts 
for cross stitch and tapestry 



All kinds of needles and 
needle packs for all your 
stitching requirements 

JOSYROSE 

www.josyrose.com 

For buttons, sequins, beads 
and all kinds of 
embellishments, plus 
adhesives, papers, scissors 
and more 

JUSTAMOMENT 

www.just-a-moment.com 

01303242486 

Exclusive cross stitch designs 
available as kits and charts, 
direct from the designers 

MARIES CROSS STITCH 

www.mariescrossstitch. 

co.uk 

Family-run business stocking 
a huge range of great value 
kits, charts and accessories 



For plain and patterned 
fabrics and all kinds of trims 

SHEENA ROGERS DESIGNS 

WWW. 

sheenarogersdesigns.co.uk 

Specialising in mini cushion 
cross stitch and hanging kits 
and chart packs on a range of 
colourful themes 

STITCHER LIMITED 
www.stitcher.co.uk 

0161 4647310 
For cross stitch, tapestry, 
embroidery, longstitch, 
crochet, knitting and general 
crafting products 

WILLOW FABRICS 
www.willowfabrics.co.uk 

08000567811 

For evenweave, aida and all 

kinds ofstitchingfabrics 



Download your 
digital issue 

of Cross Stitch 
Collection 

You can buy a digital edition of Cross Stitch 
Collection - ready to read whenever you want. 
Single issues and subscriptions are available 
and every issue you purchase is stored in your 
magazine library permanently. 

Once the magazine has downloaded, an internet 
connection is not required so you can take your 
magazine with you, wherever you go. You'll also 
find a huge range of back issues online too - 
go and have a browse to see what you've missed! 
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Don't 

forget... 





EVERY 
ISSUE features 
easy-to-use 

charts you can 
zoom! 



Go to Apple Newsstand 
for iPad and iPhone 

www.bit.ly/AppleCS 

Collection 

Goto Ziniofor 
Android or PC/Mac 

www.zinio.com/ 

crossstitchcollection 



you can buy back ii 
issues online atdennis. : : 
subscribeonline.co.uk/ / : 
back-issues 

m * 
m * 

" * 



Collection 252 

♦ A burst of summer 
colour with Lesley Teare's 
gorgeous bouquet 

♦ Carry off first prize at the 
village show with our 
preserve covers 

♦ Make our special delivery 
red postbox card 

♦ Stitch our fresh kitchen 
herb collection 

♦ Chart of the month - 

A (rafter's dream! Fashion 
your ultimate sewing 
room by Maria Diaz 



Collection 254 

♦ Make a folksy patchwork 
geese cushion 

♦ Stitch a quartet of wildlife 
designs from Zweigart 

♦ Organise your recipes in 
our pretty recipe book 

♦ Find the first part of our 
Christmas block sampler 
designed by jenny Barton 

♦ Chart of the month - Make 
Lesley Teare's colourful 
poppies in china cushion 
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♦ Stitch up a magical flower 
fairy by Lesley Teare 

♦ Fall in love with Jenny 
Barton's Autumn sampler 

♦ Make a personalised 
pencil case using Emma 
Congden's fun alphabet 

♦ Create a 3D Welsh cottage 

♦ Stitch our fresh kitchen 
herb collection 

+ Chart of the month - Bring 
a favourite photograph 
to life with Durene Jones' 
vibrant floral frame 




1 7r jaf 
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Collection 
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♦ Deck the walls with the 
12 days of Christmas 

♦ Make a cake tin band 
covered in jolly robins 

♦ Stitch a classic sampler 
with golden details 

♦ Sew a wintry table runner 
+ Create a mini bust of 

Downton's Mr Carson 
+ Chart of the month - Stitch 
Durene Jones' Christmas 
guardian angel 
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Cross Stitch Collection, 
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COMPETITION RULES By taking part in one of our Competitions, you agree to be 
bound by these Competition Rules. Late or incomplete entries will be disqualified. Proof of 
posting (if relevant) shall not be deemed proof of delivery. Entries must be submitted by an 
individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per 
household. The Company reserves the right in its sole discretion to substitute any prize with 
cash or a prize of comparable value. Unless otherwise stated, the Competition is open to all GB 
residents of 1 8 years and over, except employees of Dennis Publishing and any party involved 
in the competition or their households. By entering a Competition you give permission to use 
your name, likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for 
promotional purposes. All entries will become the properly of the Company upon receipt and 
will not be returned. You warrant that the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not 
copied or adapted from any other source. If you are a winner, you may have to provide 
additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months 
of the closing date. If you are a winner, receipt by you of any prize is conditional upon you 
complying with (among other things) the Competition Rules. You acknowledge and agree that 
neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in 
connection with your use and/or possession of your prize. 




NOTE TO READERS 

The charts in this magazine are protected by copyright belonging to 
Dennis Publishing or its designers and contributors. 

Do not re-sell, reproduce or distribute the charts without permission from the copyright 
owner. Copyright law protects creative work and unauthorised copying is illegal. 
However making a single copy for the purposes of personal use is allowed. 



recycle 
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Collection essentials 



Stitch basics 

Discover all you need to know to start cross stitching and lots of helpful 
hints to make you an expert. We will help you make those first stitches... 



Getting started 



Select your needle 

Fabric Count 


Needle 


Aida 


11-14 


Tapestry 24 


Aida 


16-20 


Tapestry 26 


Hardanger 22 


Tapestry 26 


Evenweave 22-32 


Tapestry 26 


Evenweave 36 and over Tapestry 28 



TIP To attach beads, use a beading 
needle or a size 28 tapestry needle. 



Try these three ways to get going, then choose the one that suits you best 




Loop start When stitching 
with two threads 
Cut a single thread that's 
twice as long as you need, 
and thread both ends 
through your needle. 

Come up through the fabric 
and make a half stitch, then 
pass the needle through the 
loop that's formed at the 
back to secure it. 




Loose end start 

When stitching with any 
number of threads 
Bring your needle up through 
the fabric, and be sure to 
leave a little piece of thread 
at the back. Hold this thread 
underneath the area to 
be stitched so that you will 
secure it with your first few 
cross stitches. 



. / 




When stitching with any 
number of threads 
Knot the end of the thread 
and take the needle down 
through the fabric on the 
right side, a little away from 
your first stitch. As you stitch 
towards the knot, you will 
secure the thread at the back, 
then you can cut off the knot. 






Learn the basic techniques 
and you're ready for the projects! 




Cross stitch on aida 

Aida has groups of threads 
woven together to form 
distinct blocks - perfect for 
beginners. Cross stitches are 
made over one block of fabric. 
A quick way to work a line of 
stitches is to use half cross 
stitches going one way, then 
double back on yourself. 



Half cross stitch 

This is simply half of an 
ordinary cross stitch. Bring the 
needle up at 1 , down at 2, up at 
3 and so on. Half cross stitches 
are often used to create a paler 
area of stitching, for example 
for the sky or a background, 
which can give the impression 
of distance in a design. 



Cross stitch on evenweave 

Evenweave and linen fabrics 
are woven in single threads. 
Usually you will stitch over two 
threads, as you can see in the 
example shown above. As a 
result of this, a design stitched 
on 28 count evenweave will be 
the same size as one stitched 
on 14 count aida. 




Backstitch, used for outlines 
or details, is shown as coloured 
lines on the chart and is done 
after the cross stitch. Bring the 
needle up at 1 , down at 2, up at 
3, down at 2, up at 4 and so on, 
working over one block of aida 
or two threads of evenweave. 
Long stitch is worked the 
same way, but over more than 
one block of aida or more than 
two threads of evenweave. 
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Collection essentials 




A small symbol in the corner 
of a square (A) indicates 
a three-quarter stitch (B). If two 
different symbols occupy the 




same square, make the less 
prominent colour a tiny 
quarter stitch (C) then work 
a three-quarter stitch in the 
other colour (D). The examples 




shown are on aida where the 
centre block has to be pierced 
to make the quarter stitch (you 
may want to use a sharper 
needle for this). 




TIP Fractionals are easier 
to work on evenweave as there 
is no block to be pierced. 



The final details 



Many designs feature beads or French knots. 

These are easy to do, but practise on scrap fabric first 




Beads 

Attach each bead with a half 
cross stitch. Bring the needle 
up at one bottom corner of the 
square, thread the bead on to 
the needle and complete the 
stitch. Use a beading needle or 
a needle with a small eye, and 
sewing cotton that matches the 
fabric or stitching. Attach more 
firmly with a whole cross stitch. 



French knots 

1 Bring the needle up through 
the fabric. With thumb and 
forefinger, hold the thread 
a few inches away from 
where it came up. Keeping the 
thread taut, twist the needle 
twice around the thread. 





2 Still holding the thread, push 
the needle down into the 
fabric close to where it came 
out, then pull the needle 
through gently to form 
a knot. Don't pull too hard. 
TIP Vary the number of twists 
or strands to make larger or 
smaller French knots. 



When finished... 



Taking care of your stitching 

Wash your work to refresh the fabric and threads - good quality 
threads won't run. Use warm water and rinse until the water 
runs clear. To iron, place your damp stitching on fluffy towels, 
with a clean white cloth over the top, and press with a warm 
iron until it is almost dry. 



Reading charts and keys 



The charts are easy to follow when you know how 

Daisy key 

DMC Anchor Madeira Colour 

Cross stitch in two strands 

o o White 002 2402 White 

33 210 108 0802 Light purple 

■ ■ 550 101 0714 Dark purple 

** 553 098 0712 Med purple 

** 3866 926 2001 Off white 

Half cross stitch in two strands 

m 550 101 0714 Dark purple 

Cross stitch using one strand of 
each colour 

211 342 0801 Lilac 

DMC Light Effects E5200 

Backstitch in one strand 
^ 550 101 0714 Dark purple 

all outlines and details 

French knots in two strands 

743 305 0113 Yellow 

daisy centre details 

Attach beads with matching cotton 

Mill Hill seed beads 02002 Yellow creme 

daisy centre details 

Stitched using DMC threads on 14ct aida 
Stitch count 44x42 
Design area 8x8cm (3%x3in) 




■ Each chart symbol represents 
one stitch on the fabric. 

■ The key shows the thread 
colour that the symbols 
represent, for all stitches. 
Check how many strands 
of thread you need for each. 

■ The thread codes in the key 
are for DMC, Anchor and 
Madeira colours. We list the 
threads used to stitch our 
model first (therefore the 
design may look slightly 
different if stitched using 
another brand). 

■ The arrows on the chart point 
to the centre of the chart. 

On most designs, you start 
stitching here to ensure the 
design is central. To find the 
centre of your fabric, fold it in 
half both ways; the crease in 
the middle corresponds to 
the chart centre where you'll 
make your first stitch. 
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Break time/ 



Relax and take a break to enjoy this month's 
prize crossword for a chance to win a card pack 



Across 

I Glass to see out of at front of a car (1 0) 

6 Opposite of subtracts (4) 

10 Take out of (7) 

II Type of decoration on page 35 (7) 

12 Usually sweet baked good in pastry 
case (4) 

13 Person who flies a plane (5) 

14 Ripped (4) 

17 See-through or unobstructed (5) 

18 Prehistoric remain (6) 

20 Days it took Phileas Fogg to go around 
the world (6) 

22 Canvas dwellings (5) 

27 Substance we wash with (4) 

28 Fundamental (5) 

29 Shrub (4) 

32 Country containing Vienna (7) 

33 Visit this place for Christmas 
on page 24 ( 3 , 4 ) 

34 Not difficult (4) 

35 Symbolises (10) 

Down 

1 Make this with birds on page 35 (6) 

2 Not artificial (7) 

3 An older male deer (4) 

4 Keep (6) 

5 Traditional festive drink (6) 

7 Mythical fire breathing monsters (7) 

8 Abruptly (8) 

9 Rock from which metals are sourced (3) 

15 Stitch this fellow's clothes on page 56 ( 5 ) 

16 Disinterested (5) 

19 Convince or induce (8) 

21 Make a case for these on page 1 6 (7) 

23 Make harder or stronger (7) 

24 Wild or primitive (6) 

25 This season is featured on page 1 0 (6) 

26 Patterns or areas (6) 

30 Shed tears (3) 

31 Things we see with (4) 



Fabulous prizes 



One lucky winner will receive a bumper card pack 
worth £25. The 65 aperture cards and envelopes 
in a range of colours and sizes, including Christmas 
designs, are perfect for all your Christmas card 
making projects. You can find a huge range of 
products including all these cards and hundreds 
more at www.craftcreations.com. 




PRIZE CROSSWORD 255 

Across: 1 twelve; 4 advances; 9 spends; 1 0 alert; 1 1 belong; 

1 3 title; 1 5 inn; 1 6 attic; 1 8 deer; 21 tree; 22 table; 25 rat; 

26 poems; 27 social; 30 alarm; 31 signal; 32 hillside; 33 candle 

Down: 1 toss; 2 elements; 3 video; 5 descendants; 

6 apartment; 7 chests; 8 settee; 12 gingerbread; 14 bag; 

1 7 Christmas; 1 9 obtained; 20 vet; 23 splash; 24 recall; 

28 China; 29 blue 
Winning word STRAND 



Howto enter 

Once you've completed the crossword, the shaded boxes will form an anagram of a favourite hobby. 
Write your winning word and Crossword 256 on the back of a postcard or stuck-down envelope, 
adding your name and address, and post it to: Cross Stitch Collection Magazine, PO Box 1 72, 
Northam, EX39 9DY. Competition open 1 3th November - 1 0th December 201 5. For competition 
terms and conditions go to page 63. 



Competition rules To enter this competition, entries must be received between 13th November - 10th December 201 5. The winners will be selected at random from all entries. Entries must 
be submitted by an individual (not via any agency or similar) and, unless otherwise stated, are limited to one per household. By entering a Competition you give permission to use your name, 
likeness and personal information in connection with the Competition and for promotional purposes. You warrant that the Competition entry is entirely your own work and not copied or 
adapted. If you area winner, you may have to provide additional information. Details of winners will be available on request within three months of the closing date. You acknowledge and agree 
that neither the Company nor any associated third parties shall have any liability to you in connection with your use and/or possession of your prize. Further rules can be read in full on page 63. 
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Next month 



in yourjanuary issue... 



f 

ji 

V 



StitcAing you can’t miss . . . 

^ Make this impressive castle designed by Meg Evershed 
^ Transform a sweet tin into a home for your button collection 
^ Stitch a calendar filled with timeless motifs designed by jenny Barton 

PLUS A hand towel border, unicorn picture and historical baby sampler! 



. /Subscribe!’ 

; Never miss an issue •• 
of Cross Stitch 
; Collection ; * 
\ \ See page 42 o r ca 1 1 / / 
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ON SALE Friday 11th December 










Christmas Kjltens by Peter Underhill - 26 * 13cm I Nate Christmas by Peter Urrdart iff * 16 x 115cm Wise Men t Nativity and Shepherds by Susan Ryder - 5 5 * 9.5cm 




Sleigh Belle 

by Peter Underbill - (1.5 x 19cm 




HP X MAS ! 



I Love Chri slmas 
fry Peter Unberm ■ 115 x 17cm 




Happy Crisp Mouse 
by Peter Underbill ■ 15.5 x 20.5cm 




Christmas Cards by Karen Carter 




Christmas Cards by Sue m 



Please contact us for a copy of our latest catalogue! 

Heritage Crafts Ltd. Redbrook Lane, Rugeley, Staffordshire WS15 tQU 
Telephone : 01889 575256 Email : enquiries@hcrafts.com 

a wmr.facebook.com/ www.twitterxom/ 
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Are We There Yet? fry Karen Carter - 20 x 1 1cm 




Beach Huts fry Karen Carter - 20 x Item 




Fish 'n' Chips by Karen Carter * 20 x I tem 



You can see our full range of cross stitch kits, charts & fabric at www.hcrafts.com 







